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Abstract : A linear rod-like molecule, bis[4-(1,3-octadynyl)phenyl] terephthalate (2), consisting of two diacetylenic
groups, was prepared. The unsymmetric diacetylene was prepared by the Cadiot-Chodkiewicz coupling reaction of
1-bromohexyne with 4-ethynylphenol and linked to a benzene core by an esterification reaction with terephthaloyl
chloride in tetrahydrofuran. The thin film (200 nm thickness) of compound 2 was fabricated by the physical vapor
deposition on a glass plate with a thermal evaporator. In the X-ray diffraction (XRD) study, the vapor deposited film
on the glass plate showed peaks with d spacings of 19.4, 5.7, and 4.5 Å. This XRD pattern was quite different from
that observed for compound 2 isolated by recrystallization from methylene chloride/hexane. The vapor deposited
film was polymerized by UV irradiation. Photopolymerization was carried out through a photomask, resulting in a
patterned image, where the irradiated part became isotropic.
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Introduction

Photopolymerizable molecules have attracted great attention
because of their potential applications. One of the most
interesting applications is photoimaging, which is mainly
based on the optical property changes upon polymerization.1-4

Photopolymerization of diacetylenes has been extensively
studied due to their unique reactivity, and the interesting
properties of the resulting polymers.5,6 The polymerization
of a diacetylene is known to proceed topochemically via a
1,4-addition pathway by irradiation, and thus has been
widely used for preparing ordered macromolecules. The
topochemical polymerization of diacetylenes can be carried
out in the solid state. A diacetylene single crystal is poly-
merized to give a single crystal of a polymer, when a crystal
structure satisfies the requirements for the topochemical
polymerization. Such requirements can be also met in Lang-
muir-Blodgett films,7-9 self-assembled monolayers,10,11 and
vesicles.12 It was reported that in a liquid crystalline state,
the 1,4- polymerization also occurred to give highly ordered
polymers.13-17 

In this work, we prepared a linear rod-like molecule, con-
sisting of two diacetylenic groups, and examined its UV
polymerization in the solid state. Thin films of the monomer
were prepared by a physical vapor deposition or solution
casting method. Interestingly the solid state polymerization
occurred only in the vapor deposited film. Unlike the poly-
merization of diacetylenic compounds with one polymerizable
group, yielding the polymers with ordered structures, the
polymerization of this bisdiacetylenic compound was
expected to occur at two sites, and thereby disrupting the
aligned molecules in a microdomain, and being isotropic.
We applied this reaction to obtain a patterned image. 

Experimental

Instrumentation. 1H and 13C NMR spectra were recorded
on a Jeol JNM-LA 300 (300 MHz) spectrometer or
BRUKER Avance DPX-300 (300 MHz) at room tempera-
ture. IR spectra were obtained with the use of a PERKIN
ELMER Spectrum GX I spectrometer. UV-Vis spectra were
obtained with the use of a HEWLETT-PACKARD
HP8452A. Powder X-ray diffractograms were obtained by
using a Bruker Xps GADDS (Cu Kα radiation, λ = 1.54 Å).
An optical microscopy study was performed with a Leica
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MPS 30. Elemental analyses were performed at the
National Center for Inter-University Research Facilities of
Seoul National University, Seoul, Korea. 

1-Bromo-1-hexyne. 4-Trimethylsilylethynylphenol and
4-ethynylphenol were prepared according to our previous
report.17 Bromine (39.9 g, 0.25 mol) was added to a vigor-
ously stirred solution of potassium hydroxide (37.5 g) in
water (100 mL) with cooling at 0oC.18 1-Hexyne (0.15 mol)
in dioxane (80 mL) was added dropwise to the above mixture
over 2 h. The reaction mixture was stirred for 40 h without
further cooling. Then the mixture was extracted with chlo-
roform. The organic layer was dried with MgSO4, filtered,
concentrated and vacuum-dried(yield 90%).

1H NMR (CDCl3, 300 MHz): δ  2.20 (t, 2H, CCH2), 1.54-
0.91 (m, 7H, alkyl chain protons).

1-(4-Hydroxyphenyl)-1,3-octadiyne (1). Methanol (35 mL),
a solution of hydroxylamine·HCl (0.75 g) in water (10 mL),
70% aqueous solution of ethylamine (4.75 g), and copper (I)
chloride (0.11 g) were placed in the flask and 4-ethynylphenol
(14.9 mmol) was added in one portion.24 Then 1-bromohexyne
(14 mmol) was added over about 1 h, while keeping the
temperature at 35oC. After 6 h, a solution of KCN (0.37 g)
and NH4Cl (1.50 g) in water (50 mL) was added with vigorous
stirring. The mixture was extracted with chloroform, dried
with anhydrous MgSO4 and filtered. After evaporation of
the solvent, the product was isolated by column chromato-
graphy on silica gel (25% ethyl acetate in hexane) in 43%
yield.

1H NMR (CDCl3, 300 MHz): δ 7.37, 6.77 (dd, 4H, C6H4),
5.59 (s, 1H, OH), 2.35 (t, 2H, CCH2), 1.60-0.90 (m, 7H,
alkyl chain protons).

Bis[4-(1,3-octadynyl)phenyl] terephthalate (2). To a
solution of compound 1 (0.73 g, 3.68 mmol) in THF (100 mL)
was added NaH (0.106 g, 4.4 mmol). After the mixture was
stirred for 1 h at room temperature, a solution of terephtha-
loyl chloride (0.403 g, 1.84 mmol) in THF (50 mL) was
added. The solution was stirred for 6 h. After evaporation of
the solvent, the product was isolated by column chromato-

graphy on silica gel (methylene chloride/hexane = 5/1 v/v)
and further purified by recrystallization from methylene
chloride/hexane to give 0.63 g (yield 65%).

Anal. calcd for C36H30O4: C, 82.11; H, 5.74. Found: C,
81.06; H, 5.71. 1H NMR (CDCl3, 300 MHz): δ 8.32 (s, 4H,
C6H4), 7.57, 7.22 (dd, 8H, C6H4), 2.38 (t, 4H, CCH2), 1.62-
0.91 (m, 14H, alkyl chain protons). 13C NMR (CDCl3, 300
MHz): δ 163.8, 150.8, 133.8, 133.7, 130.3, 121.7, 120.2,
85.2, 74.8, 73.7, 64.9, 30.2, 21.9, 19.2, 13.5. IR (KBr pellet,
cm-1) 2934, 2862, 2241, 2141, 1741, 1595, 1500, 1247,
1193.

Vapor Deposition. The thin film (200 nm thickness) of
compound 2 was fabricated by the physical vapor deposition
on a glass, quartz, or NaCl plate with a thermal evaporator
(Thermal Evaporator System KVT-420, Korea Vacuum
Co.). After placing compound 2 approximately 15 cm above
the tungsten boat and evacuating the chamber to 7Ý 10-6

torr, the compound was deposited at a rate of 0.2 nm/sec.
UV Polymerization. A vapor deposited film of compound

2 on a glass plate was placed under an UV lamp (100 W
short arc mercury lamp). The polymerization was carried out
for 30 min at room temperature under nitrogen atmosphere.

Results and Discussion

The diacetylenic monomer, 2, was synthesized according
to Scheme I. 4-Trimethylsilylethynylphenol was prepared
by the coupling reaction of 4-iodophenol with trimethylsilyl-
acetylene in the presence of a palladium catalyst.19-21 The
trimethylsilyl group was easily removed under basic condi-
tions, to give 4-ethynylphenol. The unsymmetric diacetylene,
1, was prepared by the Cadiot-Chodkiewicz coupling
reaction22-24 of 1-bromohexyne with 4-ethynylphenol. The
coupling reaction yielded three different diacetylene prod-
ucts, and the desired unsymmetrical diacetylene was isolated
by column chromatography on silica gel. Compound 1 was
linked to a benzene core by an esterification reaction with
terephthaloyl chloride in tetrahydrofuran. The structure of

Scheme I
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compound 2 was confirmed by 1H and 13C NMR spectro-
scopy, and elemental analysis.

The thin film (200 nm thickness) of compound 2 was
fabricated by the physical vapor deposition on a glass,
quartz, or NaCl plate with a thermal evaporator. In the X-
ray diffraction (XRD) study (Figure 1), the vapor deposited
film on the glass plate showed peaks with d spacings of
19.4, 5.7, and 4.5Å. The films deposited on the quartz and
NaCl plate showed the same results. This XRD pattern was
quite different from that observed for compound 2 isolated
by recrystallization from methylene chloride/hexane. The
recrystallized compound showed several peaks including
the peaks with d spacings of 25.1, 14.8, 9.8Å in the small
angle region.

The vapor deposited film was exposed to UV light for 30
min at room temperature under nitrogen atmosphere. In the
IR spectra (Figure 2), two weak bands at 2141 and 2241 cm-1,
corresponding to the diacetylenic groups, almost disap-
peared, and a weak band at 2202 cm-1 emerged. The band at

1620 cm-1 became broader and stronger due to the formation
of the C-C double bonds. These IR results show that photo-
polymerization occurred via the 1,4-addition reaction. The
polymer conversion was estimated to be higher than 90%
based on the decrease in the intensity of the diacetylene
peaks. The deposited film initially looked opaque, but
became transparent after polymerization. In the X-ray dif-
fractogram of the polymer film, the peaks observed for the
vapor deposited monomer film, completely disappeared,
indicating that the morphology of the polymer became
amorphous. UV-Vis spectroscopy showed an absorption limit
of about 400 nm for the vapor deposited monomer film,
whereas absorption of the UV polymerized film occurred up
to about 600 nm. Since there were no significant absorptions
between 500 to 700 nm, we assumed that cross-linking of
the bisdiacetylene produced only short conjugated polydi-
acetylene backbones.

It is noteworthy that the polymerization did not occur in
the film prepared by methylene chloride solution casting.
We believe that the vapor deposition process provided the
molecular arrangement suitable for the solid state polymer-
ization, while the solution casting method did not. Since the
deposited film appeared opaque, it is likely that crystalline
domains were grown during the deposition process, which
had a structure different from that out of a solution.

The surface morphology of the thin film on the quartz
substrate was investigated with a scanning probe microscope
(Park Scientific, auto probe CP). Figure 3 shows the surface
morphologies after the deposition and the photopolymeriza-
tion at room temperature. The vapor deposited film had a
very smooth surface, indicating that initial binding of the
molecules onto the substrate occurred evenly and closely.
After UV polymerization, surface roughness was increased,

Figure 1. X-ray diagrams of (a) compound 2 isolated by recrys-
tallization from methylene chloride/hexane and (b) the vapor
deposited film on the glass plate; the inset shows a small angle
region.

Figure 2. IR spectra of (a) compound 2 (KBr) and (b) the vapor
deposited polymer film on a NaCl plate; the inset shows the IR
spectra of the diacetylene vibration range.
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probably due to migration and rearrangement of the mole-
cules.

Since the thin film of compound 2 was easily fabricated
by physical vapor deposition and photopolymerization in
the film yielded an amorphous polymer, the compound was
considered as a good optical material for photoimaging.
After the thin film was prepared by the physical vapor depo-
sition on a glass plate, photopolymerization was carried out
for 30 min through a photomask, with a UV lamp (100 W
short arc mercury lamp) at the room temperature under

nitrogen atmosphere. Figure 4 shows the image pattern
observed under polarized optical microscopy. A patterned
image was obtained where the irradiated part became dark,
and the masked part remained birefringent, under polarizing
microscopy. This result is ascribed to the photoreaction at
two sites on the molecule, resulting in a crosslinked polymer.
Since two diacetylenic units comprise a rigid part of the
molecule, the crosslinking reaction eventually disrupted
aligned molecules in a microdomain to be isotropic.

Conclusions

We have demonstrated a method for photoimaging on a
vapor deposited film. A rod-like molecule, having two pho-
toreactive diacetylenic units, was prepared, and fabricated
into a thin film by physical vapor deposition. The vapor
deposition is a relatively simple and clean process for gen-
erating a thin film. Photopolymerization was carried out by
UV irradiation through a photomask, resulting in a pat-
terned image, where the irradiated part became isotropic. 
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